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The University rf Dayton

News Release

JESSE PHILIPS COMMITS $5 MILLION
TO UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON'S "AGENDA FOR EXCELLENCE"
DAYTON, Ohio, July 23, 1990--In one of the most significant private
contributions in the University of Dayton's 140-year history, Dayton
industrialist and philanthropist Jesse Philips today increased the $1
million commitment he made during UD's capital campaign to more than $5
million to support humanities education at the university as part of its
"Agenda for Excellence."
Officially called "An Agenda for Excellence: Issues and Choices for
the Year 2000," the directional document will include academic, student
life and campus facility plans to help the University of Dayton meet the
strategic challenges of the '90s--and the next century.
In honor of Philips' commitment, the University will name a proposed
$10.5 million humanities building after Philips. Groundbreaking for Jesse
Philips Hall is slated for spring 1992, with a building dedication planned
for fall 1993.
Philips Hall will be constructed east of Zehler Hall in the historic
district of campus, which includes Zehler, st. Joseph and Liberty Halls and
the Chapel of the Immaculate Conception. Among its proposed features:

*

72,000 square feet of classroom and office space for the
departments of religious studies, English, philosophy,
languages and history as well as special program offices,
such as the honors and scholars program;

*

a

*

an architectural style similar to st. Joseph Hall and the
Chapel--sloped roof with dormers, arched windows, fine brick
details, stone banding and ornaments. The arched niches on
the outside of the building will feature symbols, sculpture
and quotations to highlight its use as a center of liberal
arts on campus.

3o~~seat

lecture/recital hall; and

"With his very generous gift, Jesse Philips has challenged the
University of Dayton to focus our attention on the essential role of
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the humanities in the m1.ss1.on of the University," said Brother Raymond L.
Fitz, S.M., president. "We are designing a curriculum that is responsive
to the challenges of the 21st century--one that gives students the skills
to think and read critically and creatively and to integrate knowledge
across disciplines. Philips Hall will make a striking statement about the
University's commitment to the humanities."
Philips, founder of Philips Industries and the driving force behind
the University's record-breaking $43 million capital campaign that ended 1.n
1987, is a staunch advocate of a liberal arts education--and the progress
the University of Dayton has made 1.n its quest to become known as one of
the best independent universities in the Midwest and one of the nation's
finest Catholic universities.
"I think that a firm grounding in the liberal arts is very important.
It's probably the best background a person can have to lead a full life,"
Philips said. "I'm especially impressed with the progress the University
has made from what was basically a regionally oriented college to one today
that is striving to be a selective school nationally. You have to go a
long way to find a school that has moved as fast as the University of
Dayton has in the last 15 years. The University of Dayton is an essential
factor in the progress of Dayton in this region."
Philips' support of education is almost legendary. During a 1982
meeting of the trustees of the Ohio Foundation of Independent Colleges, a
waitress told Philips of her desire to attend college. On the spot, he
arranged for tuition and a small stipend for her to attend Wilmington
College, the school closest to her home. Philips' gifts include a $1
million contribution to Oberlin College to help construct a physical
education center; a $1 million endowment fund for the Dayton Public Schools
that helps are~_~igh school graduates go on to college; endowments of a
chair of child psychiatry at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital and a
professorship of manufacturing at Harvard University; and numerous
scholarships.
In addition to his generous financial support, Philips has dedicated
countless hours to the improvement of education at all levels in the state
of Ohio, serving as a member of the Education 2000 Commission, the Blue
Ribbon Committee for Financing Ohio Schools and the Committee for Urban
-more-
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Schools. Philips considers his success to be a product of the American
educational system. The eldest child of Hungarian immigrant parents, he
was born into poverty. Philips spoke Hungarian before English, and was
diagnosed incorrectly as a slow learner. "I was known as the class dunce
until fortunately my parents moved into a better neighborhood and placed me
in a school that was able to correctly test my abilities," he said. As a
result, Philips said he was given the support he needed, for which he has
been "paying back" society ever since.
A graduate of Oberlin College and the Harvard Business School, Philips
retired from Oberlin's board of trustees in 1988. In 1989, he stepped down
as chair of UD's board of trustees after serving six three-year terms on
the board--the longest tenure of any board member in UD history. In 1986,
Philips received national recognition for his support of higher education-the Distinguished Service Award in Trusteeship from the Association of
Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges.
The proposed humanities building that will be named in Philips' honor
is part of the University's ambitious "Campus 2000" plan, which envisions
more than a dozen major building or remodeling projects worth close to $100
million for the SO-acre residential campus between now and the year 2000
when Dayton's oldest university turns 150. The first project taking shape
is a $3.9 million addition to the Fieldhouse, scheduled for completion this
month. Besides Philips Hall, three other new or expanded academic
buildings are envisioned:

*

A $14.2 million science complex that includes a major multiyear renovation of the interior of Sherman and Wohlleben
Halls, a modern exterior and a connector between the two
science buildings;

*

A $10.5 million School of Law Library; and

*

40,000 square feet of new space for the expansion of the
School of Engineering and Research Institute.

The plan also includes a $6 million, 197-bed addition to the Virginia
w. Kettering Residence Hall; major redevelopment of the campus
neighborhood; construction of two service/parking facilities; creation of a
formal, highly visible entrance to campus at the corner of Stewart and
Brown streets; expansion of recreational fields; and development of several
-more-
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pedestrian walkways.
Approximately 11,000 students currently attend the University of
Dayton, which was founded and sponsored by the Marianists, a Roman Catholic
order of brothers and priests. UD is the largest independent university 1n
Ohio and the eighth largest Catholic university in the nation.
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